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May 2nd, Welcome Pastor Nathan Bemis—Kalispell, MT 
 Nathan Bemis was born near Steamboat Springs in Colorado. His early years were spent on a sheep ranch near Columbine 

and later moved to Denver with his family. He struggled in school because of dyslexia and did not learn to read. 
He was 16 years old entering the 5th grade and after 2 years his dad agreed to his decision to join the Navy.  In 
1960 while in the Navy he was given a gospel tract and a Gideon New Testament. He could only read a few 
words but he struggled over the tract while he was in sick-bay and came to realize he needed Jesus as his per-
sonal Lord and Savior. He had attended a Christian school for a while and had heard the Gospel, but he didn’t 
get saved until he was in the Navy.  He met four other Christian men while aboard the USS Lexington and they 
began to search for churches and missionaries in every port. While in Pensacola, FL they began attending Dr. 
Ruckman's church.  When a Bible institute was started in 1965, Nathan started school and graduated with the 

first class in 1968. In August of that same year he married Louise Plemons. They moved to Laurel, Mississippi and pastored 
Victory Baptist Church. In 1970, they moved back to Colorado. In 1973 the Lord opened the door for them to adopt a beauti-
ful baby boy, John Andrew and 10 months later Joel was born.  In 1974 the Bemis family moved to Kalispell, MT when a 
small church of 15 people called him to pastor. He pastored Bible Baptist Church until 2015. When he retired the church had 
grown to 180. The Lord has been so good. I Corinthians 1:26-29  

May 16th, Welcome Don Baier—Global Surge 
 Don will bring  a message and give an update about their Global Missionary Clearinghouse work in the Philippines.   Don & 

Becky met in high school and both attended Baptist Bible College in Springfield, MO graduating in 1980.  They have one 
son, Bryan.  In 2010, Bryan passed away with cancer, but they are so thankful of their HOPE in knowing he now resides in 
heaven.  Bryan left them three wonderful grandchildren; Abi, Ella, & Grayson.  The Baiers have been in ministry for over 40 
years.  Today, they are preparing to continue to serve the Lord on the mission field of the Philippines.  Their work with the 
Missionary Clearinghouse is a platform that handles the donations for missionaries and includes recruiting, equipping, as-
sessing and resourcing non-western missionaries to succeed in the ministry.  Becky will be connecting with the wives and 
single lady missionaries and teaching at Baptist Bible College Asia.  

Guest Speakers in May 

I n May Cathy and I will be going to “Fellowship Week” at BBC to celebrate the BBFI’s 70th.  Along with state 
and missions representative meetings and plenty of preaching... will be reunions and lots of fellowship!  The 

weekend before we will travel to Tulsa, my old stompin’ grounds, to see some family and friends and attend a 
reunion of several from my old youth group. While there I will make a pilgrimage to my old neighborhood, our 
cabin (“Lazy Logs”) and several grave-sites... including my parents’.    
 

For my May/June “Pastor’s Pen” I am using a letter I wrote to honor my parents in May of 2008 while my sib-
lings and I were in Tulsa preparing to move them to Colorado.  I am using it as a tribute to my parents for Moth-
er’s and Father’s Days in 2021.    
 

 

 
My sore back is reminding me that I have spent a long day sorting through the accumulated items of my parents’ 67 
years of marriage.  Like many couples married in the post-depression era, they learned from the difficult experiences 
of their parents to be frugal and to save for a rainy day.  My brother bought 90 large trash bags and there is a good 
chance that we are going to need them all to dispose of these perceived treasures they just could not seem to part with.  
 
As we continue our painstaking task, my two siblings and I are making some amazing discoveries.  Nestled in among 
this amassed debris we are uncovering numerous family treasures.  Not gold coins or $100 bills but rather boxes with 
various types of  correspondence  (ie - letters, notes, cards, photos, etc.) written to family members, friends, and others.  
Included in them are thank you cards, notes of encouragement, words of comfort, etc.   As I read these gems, I am 
again reminded of the (spiritual) impact of my parents on the lives of so many people through the years.  Why?  They 
took the time to be interested in people, build relationships, and minister to them.   This Sunday afternoon that invest-
ment will be rewarded one more time as we host a Tulsa area farewell at their church in their honor.  It is going to be 
awesome to see the outpouring of love and respect for these two deserving people who invested so much of their lives 
in others. 
 
I do not want to make saints out of my parents. There is nothing out of the ordinary about their spiritual lives or Chris-
tian walk.  They are not rich, overly educated, or sophisticated folks.  But they have left an invaluable  heritage for 
their family, the testimony of two lives lived for the Lord through investing in the lives of others.  That is an inher-
itance so much more valuable than any amount of money or other material possessions.   
 
The opportunities for me to honor my parents publically are becoming more limited. So, for my “Mother’s and Fa-
ther’s Day” tributes this year I want to say, “Thank you Mom and Pops for the testimony of two lives well lived.  I am 
eternally grateful.  I only trust I can follow your example and live my life for that which is most significant... loving 
God and serving people!” 
 
Striving for the significant, 
PK 

“Two Lives Well Lived” 



 

 

PATZER HAPPENINGS 
Jim, Tami, and Treyton are on their trip to Westcoast Baptist Col-
lege in Lancaster, CA where Jim will take his final exam to receive 
his Bachelor’s Degree in Pastoral Studies.  He will then participate 
in the commencement ceremony on May 3rd.  They plan to return 
by May 7th—with Emily.  Please keep them lifted in prayer for safe 
travel and for Jim as he takes the oral exam.  We are planning a 
Formal Ordination Ceremony for Jim on June 13, 2021.  
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER | MAY 6 
The 2021 National Day of Prayer theme: ”LORD 
pour out Your LOVE, LIFE, and LIBERTY.” Pray-
ing and proclaiming a promise of God from our 
theme verse, 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.”  We encourage all to attend the rally at the Capitol in Hele-
na Thursday at noon. 
 

AWANA YEAR-END BBQ  |  MAY 12 
Please plan to join us for this fun evening.  We will finish our 
AWANA year with a BBQ dinner at 6:00 p.m.  The church will 
provide the meat, condiments, and drinks, and FBC members are 
asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share.  If you have any ques-
tions, please see Leslie Gonzales. 
 

FAITH PROMISE UPDATE 
As of April 18th our Faith Promise commitments include 33 adults, 
5 teens, and 1 child promising $106,243 for the 2021-22 Missions 
year.  We praise God for His leading and look forward to increasing 
our help for missionaries around the world as they spread the Gos-
pel where we cannot!  
 

ANNUAL MISSIONS BUSINESS MEETING |  MAY 16 
The proposed budget will be available soon for your review.  Join 
us Sunday evening, May 16th, at 6:00 p.m., as we determine our 
Missions budget for the coming year.  There are some changes 
planned, and we want everyone to have a say in FBC’s global out-
reach. 
 

LADIES’ CRAFT DAYS  |  MAY 18 & JUNE 22 
All the women of the church are invited to bring their favorite craft 
and join us at the church for a special time of fellowship and craft-
ing.  Both dates are Tuesdays and the time is flexible, from 10:00 
am to 3:00 p.m.  Contact Jean Schmitz for questions. 
 

Required Attendance 
TECH TEAM MEETING | SUNDAY, MAY 23 
A meeting for ANYONE interested in working in the sound-booth 
will be held after church services this Sunday.  A meal will be pro-
vided.  Attendance is required for those interested in serving, please 
sign up at the visitor center.  Contact Chris Weathers for more in-
formation. 
 

HONOR GRADUATES SUNDAY  |  JUNE 6 
On Sunday, June 6, we will recognize our graduates.  We want to 
congratulate Boyd Pegram and Derek Rasch on receiving their high 
school diplomas!  Congratulations also to our eighth grade gradu-
ates: Chloe Zimmerman, Cody Anderson, Cole Kostelecky, and 
Matthew Zelenka. 
 

FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND CAMPOUT | JUNE 18-19 
Time to dig out the summer outdoor gear!  All Grandads, Dads and 
their kids are invited to a campout, June 18-19, at the Carlson 
Ranch just west of the I-15/Bernice exit.  Each family is responsible 
for their own camping/sporting supplies and meals. A detailed map  
to the ranch is available—contact Jim Patzer   
 

YOUTH ACTIVITY | CASEY PEAK HIKE 
The teens will hike up Casey Peak.  Watch for the date and details 
coming soon.  Please contact Kolter with questions. 
 

JUNE WEDNESDAY EVENING PLANS 
Adults will meet at the church at 7:00 pm for corporate prayer gather-
ings with refreshments and fellowship to follow.  Teens should contact 
Kolter each week to determine where they will meet. 
 

5-Day Clubs in July 
FBC will again sponsor a Child Evangelism Fellowship club the last 
week in July.  Stay tuned for more information and please plan to have 
your kids, ages 5-12, attend and bring a friend or two. 

MARCH & APRIL STATS 

Average Sunday Attendance: Mar.107; Apr. 117 
General Fund to date: ....................... $85,632  
     Budgeted: ...................... $64,241   
Faith Promise Missions  
after 47 weeks:  ................................. $83,656   
    Budgeted: ...................... $71,433 
Total Missions Giving to date .......... $88,929   
(incl. love offerings, special projects, Manna, etc.) 

 

MAY & JUNE AT A GLANCE 
May 2 Guest Speaker, Nathan Bemis 
May 6 Nat’l Day of Prayer @ the Capitol 
May 9 Mother’s Day 
May 12 AWANA year-end BBQ 
May 16 Guest Speaker, Don Baier 
 - 6:00 pm Missions Budget Meeting 
May 18 Ladies Craft Day 
May 23 Tech Team Meeting, after services 
June 6 Honor Graduates Sunday 
June 13 Jim Patzer—Formal Ordination  
 Ceremony 
June 22 Ladies Craft Day 
June 18-19 Fathers & Kids Campout 
June 20 Father’s Day 
July 26-30 FBC Sponsored 5-Day Club 
 

 

MAY & JUNE 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Bill & Kelly Zimmerman (5/20) 
Neil & Anna Young (5/25) 

John & Karena Bemis (5-28) 
Bob & Pat Biers (6/3) 

Rod & Stacy Smith (6/24) 
 
 

HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS 
 Prayer requests & Praises should be emailed or 

called in to Tami Patzer by Tuesday (or as needed) for 
our Wednesday evening prayer time.  Contact Tami 
at:   fbc4prayer@gmail.com or 406-868-3202   

 If you are not getting the Friendship prayer requests 
and Pastor’s weekly email, please let Pastor Klass or 
the church office know.  We will not spam you with 
worthless emails; we just want you to receive infor-
mation pertinent to the ministry of FBC. 

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 
5 Friendship Lane, Clancy, MT 59634  ♦  442-8080  ♦  Email:  fbcmontana@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendshipmtcity  ♦  Website: www.friendshipmtcity.org 
 

WHO TO & HOW TO CONTACT 
          Pastor: David Klass Cell:  406-459-2134 Email:  deklass55@gmail.com 
          Asst. Pastor:  Jim Patzer Cell:  406-564-0040 Email:  james1verse1@gmail.com 
          Youth: Kolter Klass Cell:  406-459-7782 Email:  kolterklass@gmail.com 
          Prayer Ministry/Requests: Tami Patzer Cell:  406-868-3202 Email:  fbc4prayer@gmail.com 
          Secretary/Newsletter: Evaleen Starkel Church office: 406-442-8080 Email:  fbcmontana@gmail.com 

Sunday, June 20th 

 

PAVING PROJECT… “2021” 
For some time we have known about the need to 
pave the south parking lot.  So, because of the need 
and rising petroleum costs, the church trustees have 
decided to move forward with the project this Sum-
mer.  They are in the process of receiving and re-
viewing bids (somewhere between $45-$50K, in-
cluding curbing)… the next step will be the fund-
raising aspect.  The proposal which seems to gain-
ing the most traction is to divide the project of ap-
proximately 21,000 square feet into small seg-
ments… then challenge the total membership to get 
involved by investing in a few square yards.  We 
will then match the funds raised from the church’s 
general fund.  More complete details will be forth 
coming soon!    ~FBC Trustees~ 

Sunday, May 9th 


