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This is one of my favorite Easter stories . . .  
 
It happens every Friday evening without fail.  When the Florida sun resembles a giant orange and dips into 
the blue ocean, old Ed strolls along the beach to his favorite pier carrying a bucket of shrimp. 
Before long a thousand white dots come screeching and squawking their way toward Ed on the pier.  They 
envelop him with their presence.  He stands there, tossing shrimp to the hungry birds.  As he does, if you 
listen closely, you can hear him say, “Thank you.  Thank you.” 
 

Next week you can count on Ed to return and perform this same Friday evening ritual.  To those who don’t know 
Ed, this could look like a meaningless exercise of an eccentric old man.  That’s too bad.  They’d understand if they 
knew him better.   
 

Old Ed is World War II hero Eddie Rickenbacker.  On one of this flying missions, he and his seven-member crew 
went down in the ocean.  Miraculously, all the men survived the crash.  They floated for days on a life raft on the 
rough waters of the Pacific.  They fought the sun.  They fought sharks.  Most of all they fought hunger as they 
drifted hundreds of miles from land. 
 

One afternoon they had a simple devotional service and prayed for a miracle.  Then they tried to nap.  Eddie 
pulled his military cap over his nose.  Time dragged.  All he could hear was the slap of the waves against the raft. 
 

Suddenly, he felt something land on his hand.  A seagull!  Old Ed would later describe how the bird sat perfectly 
still.  With a flash of his hand, he grabbed it!  He tore the feathers off and each man shared a morsel if it 
together.  They used the remains for fish bait and caught more food, which gave them more bait.  They were able 
to survive this way until they were rescued, some of them near the end of their lives.  
 

Old Ed swore he’d never forget the sacrifice.  He has never stopped saying, “Thank you.”  So every Friday evening 
he goes to that same pier with a bucket full of shrimp and a heart full of gratitude to say,  
“Thank you. Thank you.” 
 

This true account reminds us of why we observe Easter every year.  Easter is a vast “thank you” service.   
Easter says, “Lord God, we want You to know we’ll never forget the sacrifice.  You rescued us. 
We were at the end.  Only a miracle could change things . . . and You came.”  
 

 ❖PK❖ 
 

He is Risen . . . He is Risen Indeed! 

April message series… 
Signifying of His form of death, Jesus makes this statement in John 12:32, “And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”  Speaking of Jesus Christ, Paul says in Colossians 
1:18”… that in all things he might have the preeminence.”  This month at Friendship we will be 
lifting Christ up and giving Him preeminence in our pulpit!  We will attempt to do so by focusing 
on these 4 aspects of His life and ministry: 
 His crucifixion on the Cross 
 His resurrection from the grave 
 His ascension, exaltation and present priestly ministry 
 His imminent second coming 
 *   “But we preach Christ…” (1 Corinthians 1:23) 



 
 

APRIL & EARLY MAY EVENTS 
Sunday, April 10—Movie Night at 6:00 pm 
Tuesday, April 12—Lord’s Supper, 7:00 pm 
Sunday, April 17—Sonrise Service at 9:00 am followed 
  by Brunch then Resurrection Celebration at 10:45 am 
Friday, April 22—Youth Game Night 
Saturday, April 23—Sportsmen Banquet 5:30 pm 
Thursday, May 5—National Day of Prayer,  
  Montana State Capitol Building 
Thursday, May 5—Options Women’s Clinic Banquet 
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MARCH  STATS 
Average Sunday Morning Service Attendance: 91 
General Fund to date:   $  57,132 
 Budgeted:       $  51,737 
Faith Promise Missions (after 43 weeks): 
   $  86,726 
 Budgeted:  $  88,333 
Total Missions giving to date including; love offerings, special 
projects, Manna, etc. $102,679 

Wishing you a Blessed  

    Resurrection Day! 
Things You Need to Know 

PRAISE THE LORD for another successful World Outreach Celebration.  God provided Friendship Baptist Church with three 
wonderful guest speakers this year, affording us the opportunity to partner with one in their ministry to plant churches in 
Canada.  Another praise coming from this year's WOC is that we received the majority of our Faith Promise cards back on Faith 
Promise Sunday.  We realize God will continue to provide funds for missions as more cards continue to filter in over the next 
few weeks.  Praise God for His abundant blessings! 
 

MOVIE NIGHT AT FBC  Sunday, April 10th at 6:00 pm join us and watch “The Case for Christ”.  This film is based on a true 
story and inspired by the 1998 book of the same name by Lee Strobel.  The film follows the atheist journalist who looks to 
refute his wife’s Christian faith by disproving Christ’s resurrection. 
 

IN REMEMBRANCE  The membership of FBC will be observing the Lord’s Supper in a special service on Tuesday, April 12th, 
at 7:00 p.m.  We encourage all members to participate in this special remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice for us at Calvary.  
Please spend some time in self-examination prior to partaking of the elements. 
 

HE IS RISEN!  On April 17th, our Resurrection Sunday plans are as follows:  Sunday School has been canceled in lieu of a 
Sonrise Service at 9:00 a.m. followed by an Easter brunch.  The morning service will be held at 10:45 a.m.  As in years past, the 
church will provide the hams for the brunch and families are asked to bring a side dish or dessert.  Please sign up at the visitor 
center to let us know what you might bring.  Please note we will not have an egg hunt for the kids this year. 
 

YOUTH GAME NIGHT– Location TBA, Friday, April 22nd, early evening.  Contact Jim Patzer for more information.  
 

SPORTSMAN BANQUET at Faith Baptist Church—Townsend, Saturday, April 23rd, at 5:30 pm.  Contact Jim Patzer or 
Pastor Wenzel at Faith Baptist 406-266-4219.  As of March 30th there were only 60 tickets left at $10 per ticket. 
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, MONTANA EVENT AT THE STATE CAPITOL BUILDING—Please plan to join us on 
Thursday, May 5th. More information is forth coming.  
 

OPTIONS WOMEN’S CLINIC—Thursday evening May 5th.  The Options Clinic in Helena is having their annual fundraising 
banquet on Thursday, May 5, 2022 at the Civic Center.  Doors will open at 5:30 pm and the banquet will be held from 6:00-
8:30 pm.  This year’s keynote speaker will be David Bereit.  Among other things, David is a strategic advisor to pro-life leaders 
and organizations around the world.  If you are planning to attend and want to sponsor a table, please see Dee Smith.  This year 
they will have fewer tables than in the past so if you plan to host a table you will want to let Dee know ASAP to guarantee 
your table.   
 

ANOTHER PRAISE TO OUR LORD!  Nine people recently completed the Discovery Class and eight of those are considering 
church membership. 
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