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“Renewing Our Vision”

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.’
(Proverbs 29:18)
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No pastor worth his salt has neglected to preach on this verse and the very important truth it emphasizes...
vision. It is interesting to note that it doesn’t specify what type of people are perishing... just “people”.
That makes for a broad application—without vision /ost people are perishing without Christ, and likewise,
God’s people are drying up, not fulfilling the mission the Lord has for their lives.

Too often we are prone to overlook the contrast that is made in the second part of the verse...

“but happy are they that keep the law.” “Happy” is a rich biblical word meaning “blessed” or
“fulfilled”. My observation is that we live in a day in which many of God’s people are not “happy”...
they are not living “blessed” or “fulfilled” lives.

Bringing it home to where we live. As I look into the eyes of the people I pastor, often I see an emptiness.
Many are just going through the motions, doing the routine—but there is a hollowness inside. Let me clari-
fy... these are good folks, they love God and His Word... but they are unfulfilled. They are serving God
out of a sense of duty, with little joy. The joy of their salvation has withered up and is gone.

Someone may ask “Why?” The answer to that question is complicated and it is certain there are many fac-
tors involved, but [ am convinced that one of the primary factors is that many believers have no vision.
They either never had it or they have lost it... with the results being they are “perishing”, not living
“blessed” or “fulfilled” lives. To be quite honest, the real problem may be that the Pastor has lost his vision
or perhaps failed to communicate it clearly and effectively.

This month FBC will be celebrating 37 years of fruitful ministry here in the “Prickly Pear Valley”. FBC
was founded with a clear vision... the one outlined in Matthew 28:19-20. But a real danger is that in the
process of time, as a church matures through the different stages of church life, as new members come into
the church family, etc., a church can drift from its original purpose and lose her focus. Friendship is no ex-
ception.

The challenge before us is this; for us to move forward as a church, for us to be what God wants us to be, for
us to accomplish what He wants us to accomplish... we need a renewed vision in our lives and church. A
fresh vision. One that is clearly communicated. One that is focused!

You are invited to join this month as we examine the Book of Habakkuk to discover how to get, or renew, a
vision from God.
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January 15 will be Vision Sunday and as Pastor Dave has focused in his Pastor's Pen, Proverbs 29:18 KJV “Where
there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” It is our desire to not only cast a
vision, but also to effectively share how we as a congregation can fulfill it.

This is not just a vision that Pastor Dave came up with while watching college football or something that hit him as he
was shooting rooster pheasants, but this is a vision based on the Word of God and that is our reasonable service
according to Romans 12:1.

At 5:30 we will be meeting at the church for some nachos and fellowship, then we will begin our vision casting.
Pastor Dave and I will be examining the 5 E’s of Friendship Baptist’s Vision/Mission statement:

1. Evangelize the lost with compassion

2. Edify believers with the Word of God

3. Equip Christians with the Word of God for ministry

4. Encourage believers through biblical fellowship

5. Exalt the Lord through Worship

This is not a time where Pastor and I preach, although we love to preach, this is going to be a discussion and working
meeting where we can glean from one another. James stated in 1:22 KIJV “But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” A vision is great for all purposes but it is our desire that we all capture the
vision and work towards fulfilling the vision.
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We rejoice in 37 years of fruitful ministry in the Prickly Pear Valley. Praise God for his faithfulness!

MINISTRY CALENDAR MEETING | Held Wed, January 4th Ministry leaders and staff gathered to plan the calen-
dar and ministry opportunities for 2023. The meeting was well attended with some great discussions. Look for the
completed new calendar in February which will show planned events/opportunities for the year.

2nd ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING | TODAY January 8th All church members are encouraged to attend this meeting
to elect church officers for 2023. We will meet after our morning church services and expect this should be a short meeting.

AWANA & TEENS & ADULT CLASSES RESUME | Wednesday, January 11th
AWANA resumes with an after-Christmas party, the teens will have a party too. Adult classes & prayer resume at 6:00 pm.

MEN’S BREAKFAST | Saturday, January 21st, 8:30 am

Please join us for a great breakfast and fellowship! The main topic of discussion will be our Men’s ministries at FBC for 2023.

NEW WOMEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS | Sunday, January 22nd at 9:30 am
Janea Korthals will be teaching the FBC ladies on the topic, “A Woman After God’s Own Heart”.

All ladies are welcome to join. o, JousdiD 18

NATIONAL SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY | January 22nd Every human life, no SANCT|TY
matter the life stage or circumstances, has precious value and is deserving of our support and care.
Preborn babies are fully human, the aged or infirmed, and special needs persons are all created in HUM AN
the image of God. Let us join together to recognize the importance of this issue and seek guidance

from the Lord, how to be involved. Pro-Life Helena sponsors the Montana March for Life at

the State Capitol Friday, January 13th in the Capitol Rotunda 11:30am to 1:00pm.

Two special speakers will share their incredible yet different life changing stories.
Contact Dee Smith for more information.

GIVING ALL LIFE A CHANCE TO LIVE

MEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY | Monday, January 23rd, 6:30 pm
FBC men will begin a Bible Study at the church Monday evenings. More details are forthcoming from Pastor Nick.

FIRST FAMILY DAY of 2023 | Sunday, January 29th We will gather together to enjoy a potluck luncheon after
church services. Please plan to join us for this time of fellowship and sign up at the visitor center to bring something.
We will also watch the movie “Lifemark” - a powerful true story about adoption.

PRAY FOR MONTANA’S 68th LEGISLATIVE SESSION | January 2 thru May 9, 2023

e Pray for Montana Family Foundation’s Government Affairs Team, that they would have the Lord’s protection, guidance, and
that they would gain the favor of those they work with at the Capitol.

e Pray for the legislators, that they would be directed by the Lord and that His will would be accomplished this session.

e Pray for our Governor and the state Leadership. That they would be protected and that they would fulfill the Lord’s plan for
our state.
To stay informed, follow them on Facebook or get emails through www.montanafamily.org

Coming in FEBRUARY- Different by Design Marriage Retreat | Friday-Saturday, February 17-18
The retreat will be held at the Double Tree Hilton in Helena. Guest Speaker—Pastor Ray McCormick.
See onthesolidrock.org/give for more details and to register.

2022 GIVING STATEMENTS will be provided near the end of January. Please review the statements carefully and contact the
church office if you have any questions or concerns.

e PRAYER REQUESTS should be emailed to Diane Liggett at fbc4prayer@gmail.com or call 316-323-4859.
e If you are not getting the Friendship prayer requests, missionary updates & letters, and Pastor David’s weekly email, please
let Pastor David or the church office know.

JANUARY at a GLANCE :
Jan. 4 Calendar Planning Meeting DIRCEMHER S A2 SUATE

Jan. 8 2nd Annual Business Meeting
Jan. 13 Pro-Life March at the State Capitol, 11:30 am
Jan. 21 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30 am

Average Sunday Morning Service Attendance: 100
Average Sunday Morning Service Attendance
January thru December 2022: 96

.38 Jan. 22 New Women’s Sunday School, 9:30 am .
E Jan. 22 Nat’l Sanctity of Human Life Sunday General Fund to d'ate. $225,603 (2022 year end)
I Jan. 23 Men’s Evening Bible Study, 6:30 pm . Budgeted: $206,948
N : . g Y, 050 P Faith Promise Missions (after 30 weeks)
Jan. 29 1st Family Day of 2023 P .
A : : Giving to date: $§ 59,672
D Potluck & Movie after church services .
Feb. 17-18 Marriage Retreat Budgeted: $ 59,859 .
A 1] : g Total Missions Giving to date (incl. love offerings,
R s JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES special projects, Manna, etc.) $ 268,912
Ron & Kris Zelenka (1/2)
Chris & Andrea Weathers (1/4 S R
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