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‘“MAYS HONOR’S”

May is an exciting month. I read somewhere this week that the reason it is called May is because it May snow, it May
rain, it May be 80 degrees. Either way May is a welcome to us who have been waiting to bust out the shorts and short
sleeve shirts.

Church Family,

As I reflect on all that May has to offer it is difficult to just touch on one thing. Either a time to honor our Mothers as stat-
ed in Ephesians 6:2, or a time to reflect on the men and women that paid the ultimate price for the freedoms you and I have
today. I could not think of a better idea than to bring them together.

As I pondered and prayed over this month’s Pastors Pen, I came across a letter written from a mother to her son who was
leaving for war. As I read this letter (a portion of which is in quotes added below) I began to think of all the letters that
have gone out like this one over the history of our country. How many mothers wrote to their sons, daughters, or both, like
this one states, “I think that only a mother could understand what I am saying, it is not easy to accept that you are about to
face what will be perhaps the most important challenge of your life, and surely the most important test of faith of mine.”
Let that sink in for a moment “surely the most important test of faith of mine”. This mother, as you will read, is watching
her son sleep at home for what could be the last time, and these are her thoughts:

“Today you sleep your last nap at home, before going to war, you are as calm as I cannot be. Today they snatch you
from my hands, those that once protected you from all possible evil, today put your life at risk and interrupt your
dreams, so that others can live theirs. They do not know the deep pain they cause me, they do not know how my desire
to see you love and be loved crumble, they do not know the anguish and uncertainty they leave in place of your pres-
ence. What if you never come back? What will become of your dreams and mine to see yours fulfilled? You have not
yet left and I already feel a huge emptiness, in the house and in my soul ...

Thank you for allowing me to give you life, since you renewed mine, thank you for allowing me to love you, and thank
you for the courage with which you leave, since it will be the same with which I will wait for you.

Promise that you will return, promise that you will with that smile on your face, which illuminates mine, promise to
return so that you continue to shine with your own light, promise to return because you taught me too many things, but
you never taught me to live without you ...

With infinite love, mom!”

What would your thoughts be? I ask another question, what are your thoughts as you watch your loved ones sleep for what
could be the last time? I am not trying to be morbid but James is very clear in James 4:14 “Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away.” You see my dear friends we are not promised tomorrow. The present is all that we have and that is why God has
given it to us.

As we take time this month to honor our mothers and give honor to the men and women who have given their lives serving
this country and protecting our liberties, let us remember that we are not promised tomorrow. This week I was given an-
other letter from Ms. Evaleen written by her father. I want to share a portion of this letter to close my pen.

As most of you know Everett Tudor was at the Battle of Iwo Jima on February 19, 1945. After seeing many of his brothers
pay the ultimate price for freedom on that day and the days to follow he penned these words: “Like most Veterans, I asked
the question, Why was I left when so many died? I have come to realize GOD has a plan for all. I thank HIM for my won-
derful wife and family and I know HE will use them to carry on when I am gone.” Oh Church let us not forget the men
and women who have left their families, gone and fought and never returned home to be sleeping in their beds again. Oh
family lets not forget to honor our mothers who, through the grace of God, gave each and every one of us life; a life that
has a purpose and a plan put in place long before you or I took our first breath. How are you going to spend this month of
May? May you be happy, May you be blessed, May you be surrendered, May God be your authority today!

I am praying for you my dear friends and I am very excited to see how God works in us and through us this month. Happy
Mother’s Day to you mothers, and I am forever grateful to those men and women that fought to give and protect this coun-
try I call home.

Be Blessed today, Be a Blessing
PN

You are amazing, Mom.
My prayer is for you to know God’s
deep love and delight in you!
Thank you for being you.




GUEST MISSIONARY SPEAKER—DANIEL GROVER—SUNDAY, MAY 7TH

Join with us to welcome the Grovers who will be presenting their ministry in our Sunday
morning worship service on May 7th.

Daniel and Lindsay Grover are Church Planters to Libby, Montana. Daniel is a Graduate of
Crown College. During his freshman year, the Lord began to burden his heart for church plant-
ing in the Northwest region of the United States. They worked at a summer camp, The Passage
Northwest in Heron Montana where they served from July 2020 until Dec. 2022. During that
time God opened their eyes for small towns in Montana that needed the Gospel and began di-
recting their steps towards planting a church in Libby.

Lindsay also attended Crown college and met Daniel there her senior year. God gave Lindsay
a burden for church planting during her work in England.

Their ministry goals include Evangelism—reaching the town of Libby with the Gospel of
Christ; Discipleship— that every church member is “to be able to teach others also", and Church Planting—the church in
Libby would be the beginning of reaching other surrounding small towns in Western Montana.

AWANA YEAR-END BBQ FOR EVERYONE!! | Wednesday, May 10th, 5:30 pm

Please plan to join us for this fun evening when we will complete a great AWANA year and celebrate planting God’s word
into little hearts. We will start the evening with an award ceremony followed by a cookout. The church will provide hot
dogs and burgers, condiments, and drinks. FBC members are asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share. If you
have any questions, please contact Leslie Gonzales.

“FRIENDSHIP REACH” | Wednesday, May 17th, 6:30 pm

We are asking all Friendship attendees who are interested in the new community outreach program we are calling
“Friendship Reach” to attend this Communio meeting. We will have a guest speaker, Steve Scansen, who will go over the
results of the survey and answer questions on Communio and then we will discuss “Friendship Reach”. The church will
provide pizza.

BIBLE TRIVIA EVENT | Friday, May 19th, 6:30 pm

Put on your thinking caps and get ready to have some fun! Come to the Bible Trivia Game night at the church and test
your Bible knowledge. There will be 3 teams—each with a captain. Captains Bob Biers, Bill Smith, & Damon Van Den
Top will be putting together their team members. Sandy and Chris Rolan are the Hosts and will ask the questions. Every-
one is welcome to attend as the audience—will you know the answers? There will be snacks and laughter for sure!

SATURDAY May 20th | 9:00 am

We need YOU to help us get the church building and grounds ready for the spring/summer
season. Come give us a couple hours of your time on Saturday, May 20th, starting at 9:00
a.m. There could be donuts!! Please bring work gloves and yard tools, if you have them.

FAITH PROMISE UPDATE

As of April 24, 2022 our Faith Promise commitments include 30 fami-

lies promising $104,480 for the next Missions budget year that runs

from June 2023 thru May 2024. We praise God for His leading and

are thankful for the families who have partnered with FBC to see the May 7

MAY & JUNE EVENTS

Missionary Speaker, Daniel Grover

Gospel go around the globe. The Mission Team will meet and devel- May 10 AWANA Year-End BBQ, 5:30 PM
op a proposed budget for the Missions Business Meeting May 14 Happy Mother’s Day ’

May 17 “Friendship Reach” 6:30pm
ANNUAL MISSIONS BUSINESS MEETING | May 19 Trivia Night 6:30pm
Sunday, May 21st After Church Services May 20 Church Building/Grounds Cleanup
Please plan to stay after church services and join us as we determine  9:00am .
our Missions budget for the coming year. We only have two business ng %5 ﬁgﬂggle aness Meeting
meetings each year and this one is very important. We will adopt a JunZ 3 Clancy Days (})]utreach Event
Missions budget, consider supporting new Missionaries, and discuss June 4 Graduates’ Party at FBC

other Missions business. We want everyone to have a say in FBC’s
global outreach for this next Missions year that begins June 1st.

April STATS
CLANCY DAYS OUTREACH | Saturday, June 3rd Average Sunday Morning Service
8:00 am to 3:00 pm Attendance: 123
As Clancy Days celebrates community, local history, and family General Fund to dat(.e: $ 89,476
memories—FBC will be busy sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ! Budgeted: $ 107,906

Missions giving after 48 weeks:

We will have a table of gospel tracts and bottles of water to sha&F or Faith Promise: S 92.436

more information contact Pastor Nick. |

/ , w Budgeted: $ 93,024
(L
O Graduates
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN MAY
David Lube and Ethan Smith each graduate from Helena High School Joe & Pennie Kittilson 2nd
on Saturday, June 4th. The Gonzales & Smith families would like to Damon & Sophia Van Den Top 8th
invite their FBC church family to a reception at the church following Bill & Kelly Zimmerman 20th

the graduation ceremonies. Neil & Anna Young 25th

FBC also congratulates our 8th Grade graduates—Trevor Andersen,
Brooklyn Kostelecky, & Hannah Zimmerman.
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